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FACTSHEET 1a


HIGHER EDUCATION FUNDING 2011/12 

This information is for the majority of Home students who will be starting full-time Higher Education (HE) courses in England from September 2011. Different rules may apply in Wales, Scotland & Northern Ireland, and for overseas students. Students who are continuing full-time study this year should see Factsheet 1b for details on how to apply. 

For more information on 2011/12 funding go to: www.direct.gov.uk/studentfinance.

Once you have your UCAS Track Code, you can use it to log onto the site, and start to make your application for student support.

NHS Diploma & Degree courses are funded differently.  For further information on these courses log on to: http://www.nhsbsa.nhs.uk/students.aspx. Different rules may apply in Wales, Scotland & Northern Ireland. 

Please Note: There are some eligibility rules regarding residence and previous study. 

To apply for funding new applicants need to complete a PN1 form. This form is available to download or complete online.  The address to send the completed form to is: Student Finance England, PO Box 210, Darlington, DL1 9HJ. (Tel: 0845 300 5090).

YOU COULD BE ELIGIBLE FOR:


1. A Tuition Fee Loan (to cover the full cost of fees): 

Most students will get their tuition fees paid in full. The maximum available loan for tuition fees is £3,375. Check with the College or University where you wish to study what tuition fees they intend to charge as these may vary.  New College Durham charges the maximum of £3,375 tuition fees for all full-time higher education courses for 2011/12.


2.  A Maintenance Loan (to help with living costs):  

What you get depends on your family income.  All students eligible qualify for 72% of the maintenance loan; this is non-income-assessed and the additional 28% is means tested.  The maximum amounts you can apply for, depending on your circumstances, are as follows:

· If you’re living in your family home you can apply for a maximum amount of £3,838 (per Academic Year).

· If you’re living away from home and studying outside of London you can apply for a maximum amount of £4,950 (per Academic Year).

· If you’re living away from home and studying in London you can apply for a maximum amount of £6,928 (per Academic Year).

3.  A Maintenance Grant (to help with living costs):  

Again, how much you get depends on your household income. Until you are 25, marry or have a child, you are usually considered by Student Finance England (SFE) to be dependent on your parent/s. Your earned income as a student doesn’t affect your entitlement to help.

	Household Income (in the 2009/10 Tax Year)
	Grant Available for 2011/12 Academic Year

	£25,000 or less
	Full Grant £2,906

	Between £25,001 and £50,020
	Partial Grant

	Over £50,020
	No Grant


For most students, the more Maintenance Grant you get, the less Maintenance Loan you will be able to apply for.  This h minimises the debt burden for students from low income households.  Lone parents and students with disabilities can apply for additional support.

This table gives some examples of how much you might get:

	Household Income
	Grant
	Loan
	Grant + Loan
	Grant
	Loan
	Grant + Loan

	25,000 or less
	2,906
	3,497
	6,403
	2,906
	2,385
	5,291

	30,000
	1,906
	3,997
	5,903
	1,906
	2,885
	4,791

	34,000
	1,106
	4,397
	5,503
	1,106
	3,285
	4,391

	40,000
	711
	4,595
	5,306
	711
	3,483
	4,194

	45,000
	381
	4,760
	5,141
	381
	3,648
	4,029

	50,020
	50
	4,925
	4,975
	50
	3,813
	3,863

	50,778
	0
	4,950
	4,950
	0
	3,838
	3,838


Student loans are repaid when you have finished your studies and are working and earning over £15,000. The rate of interest charged is based on the rate of inflation and so may be subject to change. 

4. Institution Bursaries:  

Any college or university that charges the full tuition fee must offer a bursary to students from the lowest income groups. As bursary awards can vary, contact the University or College direct to find out what is on offer where you want to study. New College Durham’s HE Bursary for 2011/12 is £1000 (£500 non-income-assessed and £500 income-assessed).

Other Financial Support That May Be  Available

Help with childcare costs

If you're a full-time higher education student with dependent children, you may be able to get extra financial help on top of the standard student finance package. Depending on your circumstances, you may be able to get:


· A Childcare Grant (to help with childcare costs)

· Parents' Learning Allowance (to help towards learning costs)

· Child Tax Credits

These forms of financial help don’t have to be paid back.

The Childcare Grant could cover as much as 85 per cent of your childcare costs during term time and holidays. 

If you’re eligible, the amount you may get will depend on:

· Your household income

· The cost of your childcare

· The number of children you have

This could be up to £148.75 per week if you have one child, or £255 per week if you have two or more children.

Students with dependent children may be able to claim Child Tax Credits from the Inland Revenue for help to support them. Tel: 0845 300 3900 for a claim pack.

Disabled Students’ Allowance and other financial help

If you have a disability you may be entitled to extra financial help towards the costs of the following:

· Specialist equipment

· Non-medical helpers

· Extra travel costs

· Other extra course-related costs due to your disability

Disabilities covered include long-term illnesses, mental-health conditions or specific learning difficulties such as dyslexia.

If you qualify for Disabled Students’ Allowances, they’re paid on top of any standard student support you get. They are not affected by your household income, and you don’t have to pay them back.

FURTHER HELP FROM YOUR COLLEGE OR UNIVERSITY

Emergency Loans may be available at the start of term if your application for funding has been delayed. Contact the Student Support Service at your College to arrange for this help.

The Access to Learning Fund may provide extra money to help you with the costs of study.  Ask for a form from your College or University.  They can only help students who have applied for, and accepted, all Loans and Grants available.

OTHER SOURCES OF FUNDING

Banks offer favourable terms and conditions to students.  Even if you already have an account, it is useful to open a student account which gives you access to free banking and overdraft facilities, as well as flexible terms when you graduate.

Educational Trusts and Charities will often consider helping students from low-income backgrounds, especially in the later years of their course.  Log on to www.studentcashpoint.co.uk for more information.
Many students have to take on part-time work to make ends meet. Contact your local Job Centre for help in finding work, look in the local newspapers or log on to http://jobseekers.direct.gov.uk for more information.

Many students are eligible for help with health care costs on the grounds of low income. Tel: 0845 850 1166 for an HC1 form to apply for this.
Full-time students are also exempt from paying Council Tax. (See Factsheet 4 for more information).

MORE INFORMATION AND ADVICE

· www.direct.gov.uk/studentfinance - Student Finance England

· www.studentfinancewales.co.uk   -  Support to study in Wales

· www.saas.gov.uk – Support to study in Scotland

· www.studentfinanceni.co.uk - Support to study in Northern Ireland

· www.nhsbsa.nhs.uk/Students.aspx - NHS Bursaries and Grants

· www.hmrc.gov.uk/taxcredits  - Tax Credits
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Contact ASC on 0191 375 4400 or email asc@newdur.ac.uk or call into ASC next to the Main Reception
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