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APPLYING TO EDUCATIONAL TRUSTS FOR FINANCIAL SUPPORT
Please note:  It is important that applicants understand that there is NO GUARANTEE that ANY funding will be offered.  Any financial awards offered are entirely at the discretion of the Trusts and their Trustees.  The Funding & Welfare Advisers at New College Durham can only facilitate and support an application; they have no direct input into any Trust's internal decision-making processes or the eventual outcome of any Trust applications they assist with. 

Who Do Educational Trusts Assist?

Educational Trusts are charitable organisations that award grants for educational and/or training purposes.  The funds come from careful financial investments made from cash gifts or donations given or left in Wills to that Trust by people close to that particular organisation.  The Funding & Welfare Advisers have formed good working relationships with a number of national and local Trusts and are happy to initially explain the specific procedures regarding applying to these Trusts for support and to also help with applications.

Conditions are nearly always set for who and how the Trusts can assist.  The criteria for eligibility set by the Trusts can vary greatly.  Most Educational Trusts make relatively small awards to assist students with specific needs associated with their ability to study but which are not met (or fully met) from other sources, common examples being childcare, fees, books and equipment or travel expenses.  Many Trusts have a limited remit such as only assisting study leading to a particular profession or with study at a specific academic level; or supporting those living in or originating from a specific geographical area or even falling within a specific age range.

When to Apply to Educational Trusts

Please be aware that Trust applications can take at least 8 weeks to process (and often longer than that during busy periods, such as September/October at the start of the academic year).  Most Trusts also have specific deadlines for receipt of application. It is important to follow any published guidance.  Since the Trustees may only meet monthly (or even once each term) Trusts will not be able to help with an immediate financial crisis.
NB:  Trusts usually only consider one application per student in a single academic year or 12-month period, and some only allow one application per course.

How to Apply to Educational Trusts

Whilst the procedures for applying to Trusts can differ, most require either a letter or a completed application form.  Online applications are now the norm.  When there is no clear guidance given then you should write to the Trust detailing the type of funding required, with an overview of your personal circumstances and academic background (often referred to as a 'Personal Statement') and including copies of any relevant supporting evidence, such as proof of ID and income, college enrolment, a tutor's reference or a letter of support from the College's Funding & Welfare Advisers.
NB:  In the event of a grant offer being made by a Trust, payments are rarely made directly to the individual student applicant.  The cheque from the Trust will be made payable to the College for processing by the Funding & Welfare Advisers.  The College uses the BACS system to transfer the funding onto the successful applicant after checking the student is still enrolled at New College Durham.

It is therefore necessary that the student provides the Funding & Welfare Advisers with their bank account number and sort code details.  Trusts also expect to receive receipts shortly after the award has been made as evidence that their support was used for the purpose for which it was requested.  Failure to produce these receipts puts future Trust funding for New College Durham students at risk.  
Eligibility for Trust Funding

Before applying to a Trust ALWAYS check eligibility criteria.  The vast majority of Trusts require an applicant to meet ‘qualifying’ criteria which might be specific to one or more of the following: 

· age, gender, marital or parental status, subject of study, country of origin, parents' occupations etc. 

Important:  Whilst Funding & Welfare Advisers are happy to advise you on the Trust application process, it remains the applicant's responsibility to check if they are eligible in the first place.  The Trusts will let an applicant know if their application has not been successful but they rarely go into the reasons why it was not successful.  Since applications not meeting the required criteria will not be considered, it is a waste of your time and a Trust’s time if inappropriate or incomplete applications are submitted.

When Is It More Difficult to Find Educational Trust Support?

It is often more difficult to receive Trust funding in the following areas:

· Studying for a Second HE Qualification: The majority of Trusts are not willing to consider applications from students undertaking second degrees, even if they did not complete their first degree, unless the second qualification is in a specific subject area (such as medicine, dentistry or veterinary science, for instance).

· Postgraduate Courses: It is increasingly difficult to secure Trust funding for general courses or for courses with no direct vocational link. Most available funding is subject-specific, often linked to particular employment, such as law or medicine.

· Overseas Students: It can be difficult to secure funding for Overseas students in the UK. As a rule Trusts expect Overseas students to have identified sufficient funding before embarking on their course of study.

· Asylum Seekers: It is difficult to identify funding for asylum seekers as any available funding is both limited and over-subscribed.

Golden Rules for Applying to Trusts

· Check that you meet the eligibility criteria

· Answer ALL the questions on the application form

· Supply ALL the required supporting documents
· Meet any suggested deadlines for submission
More Information and Advice
· www.knowuk.co.uk
· www.family-action.org.uk/section.aspx?id=1037 (Educational Grants Advisory Service)
· www.studentcashpoint.co.uk 
· www.scholarship-search.org.uk
· www.turn2us.com
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